Press Release

GJETC calls for integrated programs against the corona
pandemic and for climate protection
Economic stimulus packages also need to be used for safe, affordable
and sustainable energy transition and climate protection – the
Council's findings provide impetus for this
Berlin/Tokyo, 2 July 2020. The German and Japanese members of the German-Japanese Energy
Transition Council (GJETC), in today's outreach event at the end of the second phase of the Council,
issued a joint statement calling for linking the fight against the effects of the coronavirus with the
fight against global warming. They also presented the results of the Council's work over the past
two years and ten urgent recommendations to policy-makers. The Council members call, among
other things, for ambitious energy and climate targets and the promotion of energy efficiency.
Both the Covid-19 crisis and climate protection require immediate, global and long-term action.
“In view of the corona pandemic, governments around the world have taken comprehensive
emergency measures in recent months to contain the disease and its effects. This is an
unprecedented signal for collective action in the face of a global crisis. We are also calling for this
determination in the fight against progressive climate warming as an indispensable part,” said the
Japanese co-chair of GJETC, Prof. Masakazu Toyoda. The emphasis of national economic stimulus
packages on a secure, affordable and sustainable energy system transformation can therefore help
to mitigate the economic and social consequences of the pandemic and at the same time trigger new
fields of innovation and employment.
“Even though estimates for global CO2 emissions are predicting a significant reduction for 2020, this
is not the time for complacency. After all, this reduction is not the result of efforts by governments or
companies to combat global warming, but is due to the shutdown of economic activity and the
economic impact of the corona pandemic. Forecasts assume that without a climate-friendly course of
global economic recovery, the original or even higher CO2 emission levels will be reached”, added
the German co-chair of GJETC, Prof. Dr. Peter Hennicke.
In order to finance the economic stimulus packages against the consequences of the Corona crisis, a
substantial increase in new public debt is inevitable. However, the more new investments and
business areas for climate protection technologies are promoted, the lower the future financial
burdens on the budget and the more positive the employment effects. Gearing the unprecedented
global economic aid towards combating climate change is therefore also a historic opportunity to
drive forward ecological modernization through state incentives. By contrast, to use the economic
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stimulus packages to continue to support inefficient and carbon-rich projects would mean not only
losing many opportunities for innovation and decarbonising business fields, but possibly losing the
fight against global warming, the GJETC said in its statement.
The full GJETC statement can be downloaded here.
Study results and policy recommendations
In addition to the statement on the Corona crisis, GJETC also presented the results produced in the
second phase of the Council's work during the virtual outreach event. In the context of the study on
the “Hydrogen Society”, GJETC examined the different strategies of Japan and Germany with regard
to the use and establishment of hydrogen in society to reduce emissions. The study “Digitalization
and the energy transition” dealt with the use of Virtual Power Plants (VPP) as well as the benefits of
Peer-to-Peer (P2P) electricity trading and power purchase agreements (PPAs). Furthermore, the
results of the four working groups (Energy Efficiency in Buildings; Transportation and sector coupling;
Climate & Energy policy, Targets, Plans and Strategies: The role of monitoring and evaluation
mechanisms; Integration cost of Variable Renewable Energies) were presented.
The final discussion on the results took place in a virtual council meeting on 22 June. In order to
achieve climate neutrality, Germany and Japan must review their emission reduction targets set so
far, grade up their ambitions in the implementation of climate targets, drive technological and social
innovation and solidify the overall commitment of the projects.
The final report of the second working phase of GJETC and the results of the studies and working
groups can be accessed at www.gjetc.org.
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About the GJETC
The German-Japanese Energy Transition Council is an international model project to strengthen the
exchange of knowledge over technologies, policies and the effects of the energy transition. In its
form, continuity and size, the GJETC is the first German-Japanese project of cooperation on the
energy transition. Founded in spring 2016, the Council carried out an extensive study program on
core subjects of the energy transition, held stakeholder dialogues with the industry and civil society
and published four studies, a row of strategical input papers and a report including key
recommendations for a successful energy transition with joint recommendations in March 2018.
GJETC is a joint project of the Wuppertal Institute, ECOS Consult, hennicke.consult, and the Institute
of Energy Economics Japan (IEEJ) and is supported by the Deutsche Bundesstiftung Umwelt (German
Federal Environmental Foundation, DBU), the Mercator Foundation, the German Federal Foreign
Office (FFO), and the Japanese Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI). It is also endorsed by
the Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi), the Federal Ministry for the
Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety (BMU) and the Japanese-German Center
Berlin (JDZB). On the German side, the Wuppertal Institute and ECOS Consult support the council's
work as secretariats; on the Japanese side, the Institute of Energy Economics Japan (IEEJ) takes over
this part.
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